
*Note on the titles above: Works of literature usually contain sensitive issues. Please research your choice and determine the 

appropriateness for your family. If you determine that choosing your own title is preferable, ideally, it would 1) appear on past AP 

exams 2) be classified as “world literature” (non-American) 3) be considered of literary merit 

Advanced English II Summer Assignment 2021 
J. Hutcheson, N. Northcutt & A. Smith, Instructors 

 

Dear sophomore Pre-AP students and parents: 
 
Every year we ask incoming Advanced English II (World Literature) students to complete a summer reading 
assignment. This gives them an opportunity to keep their English Language Arts skills fresh as well as build 
their knowledge of texts that frequently appear on the AP exams.  Students will read and annotate a selection 
from the list below by the first day of class. If you have any questions about the assignment, please contact us 
at james.hutcheson@austinisd.org,  nikki.northcutt@austinisd.org or amy.e.smith@austinisd.org  
 
Steps for Summer Assignment: 

I. Get an Austin Public Library (APL) card if you don’t already have one. Here’s a link on how to get one: 
http://library.austintexas.gov/mylibrarycard We will use this card for research later. 
II. Choose a book below, either purchase or borrow it from APL or MAC (we have some of the titles!) 
III. As you read, highlight and annotate your novel either in the book or on paper (if on paper, include 
partial quotes and page numbers!).  This step will help when you write about your book. 
Annotate according to the four questions below (see student example included - colors are for 
clarification, not annotation. Don’t drive yourself crazy with this step! Only mark to aid in your own 
understanding of the book and help you remember what’s important when your return to school and 
write about it. 
1. What is happening?    

a. Vocabulary (any word you don’t 
know) 

b. Summary 
c. Characters 
d. Setting and plot 

2. How does this affect me? 
 

3. How does the text evoke this response?  
a. Author’s style as expressed with 

literary devices & syntax (see 
handout) 

4. Why might the text have been designed to 
evoke this response? * 

a. Themes (abstract nouns) 

 
*For this question, BEFORE YOU READ, research some “big ideas” that your book deals with by finding reviews 
and articles about your book.  You also could try googling your book title with the word “themes.” List these 
ideas, which should be abstract nouns (ex. “freedom,” “culture,” “gender,” “justice,” etc…).  Keep this list with 
you as you read, and look for passages in the book that seem to exhibit these ideas. 
 

IV. Be prepared to write about your book when you return to school!  
 

Pre AP Sophomore English Summer Reading List Choices*  
 

Title/Author Location 

The Kite Runner/ Khaled Hosseini Afghanistan and the U.S. 

The Bone Setter’s Daughter/Amy Tan China and the U.S. 

Crime and Punishment / Fyodor Dostoevsky (Pevear and 
Volokhonsky translation recommended) Russia 
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Antigone/ Sophocles (Fagles translation The Three Theban 
Plays recommended) Ancient Greece 



 
 


